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Connie Angelo (Pym) 

 
(This story could be told in Lomas cottage, or perhaps even at the boatshed.) 
 
Connie Angelo was, according to all reports, a lively girl with an adventurous spirit.  She was 
born in India and arrived in the Swan River Colony in 1882 when her father was appointed 
aide-de-camp to Governor Broome. 
 
When her father was later appointed Superintendent of the Rottnest prison, he was not 
impressed, but his family welcomed the change.  Their arrival in 1890 was like a bombshell 
in that staid Victorian atmosphere.  Connie and her brothers and sisters rode all over the 
island and she was involved in many youthful escapades.  She swam a line out to the 
shipwreck of the Denton Holme, and was for some time known as the Grace Bussell of 
Rottnest. 
 
Not all of her escapades were so worthy.  Her father had, in his garden, a watermelon that 
was his pride and joy.  Imagine his consternation when he discovered that the ripe melon was 
missing.  Miss Connie had stolen it and shared it with the crew of the pilot boat.  Colonel 
Angelo was furious, and blamed pilot boat captain who promptly set him straight about the 
real thief. 
 
Connie was humiliated and set about revenging herself on the unfortunate pilot.  She rode out 
to West End at night and lit a flare-up which was seen and answered by the lighthouse 
keeper.  She lit another flare-up and then rode home to bed while the poor pilot searched all 
night for the non-existent ship.  Of course, Connie could not keep this story to herself, and it 
soon reached the Harbour Master in Fremantle.  Miss Connie was severely reprimanded and 
promised to be a ‘good girl’ in future.   
 
Such a high-spirited girl could not be expected to take kindly to the proposition of an 
arranged or suitable match.  She fell in love with Lyle Pim, a young signalman, and despite 
family opposition, determined to marry him.  Her descendants tell the story of her brothers 
hiding a boat in a cave and helping Connie and Lyle to elope to the mainland where they 
were married.  They managed to keep the marriage secret for three months.  Colonel Angelo 
persuaded Lyle to change his name from PIM to PYM, feeling that this was more 
appropriate.  John Pym was a leading member of the parliamentary party opposed to Charles 
1, so perhaps the Colonel felt that this would give his son-in-law greater social cachet. 
 
After six months, the Pyms were transferred to Albany and did not return to Rottnest until 
1902.  They lived in K1, K2, and Lyle worked at the telephone exchange in Lomas Cottage.  
In 1911, a new switchboard was installed in the Pym’s house, and Connie was employed at 
$100 per year to run the exchange.  All went well until the German internees arrived on the 
island in 1915.  Major Summerhayes, in charge of the soldiers, naturally assumed that he 
would have control of the switchboard.  He reckoned without the redoubtable Connie who 
was furious at this takeover of ‘her’ switchboard.  She contacted the top brass in Perth and 
soon had an agreement that ensured that she ran the switchboard.  Now it was Major 
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Summerhayes who was furious, having to go to Connie each time he wanted to contact the 
mainland.   
 
In later years, Connie seemed to have lost none of her feisty nature, for it was reported that 
she was very particular about her weekly wash.  She had three coppers out the back of the 
cottage – one for sheets, one for towels, and one for everything else.  Each copper had its 
own copper stick, and should the wrong one be used, then the copper was emptied and the 
wash started again.  Obviously no water shortage then! 
 
Connie and Lyle left the island in 1937 and retired to South Perth.  Lyle died the following 
year, but Connie lived until 1955.  They and their son Robert are buried in Karrakatta.  
 
(Information for this story was derived from notes by Margaret Findlay and Keith Eddington 

and the reminiscences of Lesley Brent-White’s grandparents who used to play cards with 

Connie and Lyle when holidaying on Rottnest)  

 
Connie Pym and Major Summerhayes 

Narrator: The telephone cable from the mainland to Rottnest was laid in 1900 and Chief 
Signalman Lyle Pym was in charge. When a new exchange was located in the Pym's house in 
1911, Connie Pym ran the exchange, for an annual salary of 100 pounds. All went well until 
the German prisoners of war and the internees arrived on the Island in 1914 with Major 
Summerhayes in charge. 

Major Summerhayes; (Approaching Connie) Good morning, Mrs Pym 

Connie: Good morning Major. How may I help you today? 

Major Summerhayes : I am here to take charge of the exchange . The method of handling 
military calls is not to my liking . Soldiers will be stationed here to handle military calls and 
you may continue to handle civilian calls. 

Connie: But this is my home! I can't have soldiers stationed here all the time! 

Major Summerhayes: We must all make sacrifices in war, Mrs Pym 

Narrator: Connie was not going to surrender “her exchange” without a fight so she wrote to 
the manager of the Fremantle Harbour Trust. 

Connie: (reading) "Sir, I strongly protest against the guard being placed inside my 
exchange. I shall be glad if you will move in the matter at once, as it is affecting our service 
and in every way it is putting me in a false position." 

That should do it! 

Narrator: At the same time, the Government store which had been supplying tobacco and 
other items to the internees, noticed that its profits had fallen by 50%. It was soon discovered 
that an internee, Rado, with the connivance of Major Summerhayes, had set up in opposition. 
When a suitcase of goods, ordered and paid for by Major Summerhayes, was intercepted, the 
matter was referred to Army Command and even reached as far as the Prime Minister, 
Andrew Fisher. Major Summerhayes was ordered to desist from further commercial 
activities. 

Major Summerhayes: (approaching Connie) I have received further orders Mrs Pym. It 
seems that you are to be trusted with full control of the exchange. 
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Connie: (sweetly) Thank you, Major Summerhayes. I shall continue to provide good service 
to you should you need to contact the mainland. Perhaps ordering another suitcase? 

Major Summerhayes: Humph! (stalks off) 

Connie: Well, that went rather well. 

Narrator: The Pym’s remained on the Island until they retired in 1937. 

 


